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Speaker1: [00:00:04] This is the Investor Connect podcast program. I'm Hall Martin and the host

of the show in which we interview Angel Investors, venture capital, family offices, private equity,

many other investors for early stage and growth companies. I hope you enjoy this episode.

Interested in learning more about investing in startups, launching a new startup need to raise

funding, the startup Funding Espresso is a daily podcast and a short, concise format delivered to

your inbox every day Monday through Friday, the time it takes to drink an espresso. You can

learn about startup funding to subscribe, go to Disconnect Dog and email it to the Pop Fox

weblog. This is Hall Martin with Investor Connect . Connect them here. David Meltzer, CEO of

David Mulcher Enterprises. David is considered one of the top sports entrepreneurs and

investors, is also a three time international best selling author, top 100 business coach and host

of the top entrepeneur podcast, The Playbook. David, thank you for joining us.

Speaker2: [00:00:58] Thank you for having me. This is terrific.

Speaker1: [00:01:01] So can you tell us a little bit about your background before founding David

Meltzer Enterprises?

Speaker2: [00:01:07] Sure. Well, it all started I was born in Akron, Ohio, with a single mom with

six kids wanting to be rich and ended up going to law school to become rich, to be an oil and gas

litigator. But when I graduated, law school had two different job opportunities. One, to be in oil

and gas navigator make enough money to buy them a house and a car or to work in the Internet

in nineteen ninety two. In fact, the Internet was so early that my mom suggested that I become

a real lawyer, not work in the Internet because the Internet was going to be a fad. That's how

early the Internet was. But fortunately, just because someone loves you doesn't need to give

you good advice. I decided to be a salesperson for the Internet. Nine months into my job. I was

a millionaire. I bought a house and a car for my mom, reaffirming that money buys love and

happiness for me. And we ended up selling that company in nineteen ninety five for three point

four billion dollars. I then, by the time I was 30, was CEO of Samsung First Phone Division, the

first smartphone Windows CE device called the PC Phone, where after I left there I met Leigh

Steinberg, the most notable sports agency in the world.



Speaker2: [00:02:23] They made the movie Jerry Maguire about the that's where I met Warren

Moon, the Hall of Fame quarterback. And the last 12 years we spun off Sports One Marketing,

which I co-founded with Hall of Fame quarterback Warren Moon. The last four years, I focused

primarily on my own personal brand. So I have books that I write. I speak around the world on

the top business coach. I have a podcast. I have two TVs, three TV shows, one elevator pitch

without a magazine, which had a great sixth season run. And now I have two of my own shows.

Two minute drill is in season number two. It's a new hit on Bloomberg TV and Amazon Prime

video. And then now Office Hours is launching this fall on Bloomberg and Amazon Prime as well.

So it's been quite a journey with one mission, No. One mission, only to empower over a billion

people to be happy by making a lot of money, helping a lot of people and having a lot of fun.

Speaker1: [00:03:23] Great. So what led you to start work in the eSports space? Why did you

choose that one?

Speaker2: [00:03:29] Wow, so lucky I was taking my son to Game seven of the cavalier Golden

State Championship NBA championship, and he told me that the League of Legends

championship sold out the Oracle Arena. I told him he had to be mistaken, that that was online

gaming. And me being a leader in sports, there's no way I didn't know about that. And as I did

more due diligence about the eSports, I realized he was correct. And I ended up being an

investor in what is now one of the biggest EA sports teams in the world, one of the biggest

export companies. We're building a half a billion dollar arena in Toronto. So I'm one of the

founding investors with Marcus Coulston, the weekend Metta World Peace of a company called

Overacted Media that's going public this month. So very, very exciting.

Speaker1: [00:04:22] And so what's your advice for people investing in these forward space

where you tell them to do before they write that check?

Speaker2: [00:04:28] I would tell no one knows your timing and risk tolerance, which is my

advice to anybody making an investment, so many people go ahead and try to perceive what a

good investment is for them without thinking about timing, risk tolerance to learn the market.

So learn the market either through experts in the space or due diligence of any kind. No, the

market makers, because that's who's going to control the dollars to learn who the market

makers are and how that works, and then understand the buy and sell side, the valuation side



so that you can get the best deal possible. And so if you know your timing and risk tolerance, if

you learn the market, the market makers and the buy and sell side, you'll have a huge tactical

advantage and do very well, not only in the export investment, but any investment that you're

looking at.

Speaker1: [00:05:19] And how do you see this industry evolving, where do you see it going from

here?

Speaker2: [00:05:23] Oh, I think we're pretty Qasm I think as big as it is, it's probably going to be

the biggest sport if they define it as that that's ever been created. And the reason is it has no

barriers, it has no geographic barriers. It has the technological barriers, it has the physical

barriers, has no spatial barriers, religious barriers, height, speed, strength, color. It has no

barriers at all. It's the great equalizer of competition. And there's so many variables involved

that people can't even fathom how much, you know, four point six billion people loving one

sport and playing one sport, participating, watching, gambling on one sport, all the things I've

learned throughout the last thirty five years from the traditional stick and ball to sports, from

being on the Olympic Committee, all the different things that I've experience in alternative

sports, nothing compares to the scope and scale of these sports.

Speaker1: [00:06:23] And so what is the growth rate of the sector? It seems like it's just

exploding, but can you put a number on it?

Speaker2: [00:06:29] Don't think you can, because it's so hard to determine the amateur side of

the gaming industry, you could look at the usage of games. It depends on how you define EA

Sports because you have college leagues or scholarships that are being given now from the

colleges here in America. Around the world, there's amateur leagues in the NHL. There's about

three different public companies and leagues in the Super League beyond the licenses that are

there for League of Legends and go to all the different. Call it duty and Madden NBA 2k, the list

goes on and on, so I don't think we can even put our finger growing so quickly. It has such a

dietitian. Let's just put it this way. I'll take it down to a personal level. If you understand this

chasm that's occurring. I spent more money on virtual clothes for gaming, meaning skins for

Avatar is in a game that I actually spent on my own 11 year old. So I actually bought more virtual



clothes than me. So the world is changing for people your age. Very hard to even comprehend

the size, scope and scale of how huge this opportunity is.

Speaker1: [00:07:46] So what are the challenges in the sports face today?

Speaker2: [00:07:50] I think the challenges are like any other huge opportunities, there's no

regulation, so which league team, game area are we going to choose that is going to withstand?

And last and you see that with a fortnight at one time was in everybody's hands and what will

be the next game? So when we're looking at the platforms, I'm a big picks and shovels, person

picks and axes, birds, and I'm looking to see what people are going to use. The platforms like

Twitter are here to stay, but as far as the games go, the interest of those will change throughout

the year. So we want to make sure that you're investing in the right part. That is the picks and

shovels of the industry, not necessarily the actual game or gamers.

Speaker1: [00:08:41] So how does David Meltzer Enterprises fit into this landscape?

Speaker2: [00:08:46] Well, as an investor, I've invested in the Queens Collective, which is a

marketing group of all the top women gamers, so we're constantly recruiting the best women

gamers in the world to create marketing deals, to endorse other companies and products using

my traditional sports marketing background in order to facilitate empowering women. And that

creates collective is a huge investment of mine. Sit on the board there with AJ Vaynerchuk and a

few others. Lisa Jacobs is the CEO that we also, of course, overacted media. And then also I'm

heavily involved in the NHL, the National Amateur Collegiate League, trying to develop the

collegiate league with the best universities that have collegiate competitions that are paid.

Unlike the NCAA, we're going to make sure that everybody is compensated for their time. So

those are the three biggest areas that I'm working on, women college and of course,

professional.

Speaker1: [00:09:46] And what's next for you guys as far as what's your next product or your

next big investment?

Speaker2: [00:09:52] You know, the arena, so to build a half a billion dollar arena, Toronto is a

pretty big picture. So we're oversubscribed in the pre IPO side of things. We're going to take it



public in May. We have plans in building this half a billion dollar arena, a multipurpose arena in

Toronto that will be utilized for all sports professional, college, amateur, as well as other events.

Speaker1: [00:10:19] And what excites you most about the industry right now, what really gets

you jazzed more than anything?

Speaker2: [00:10:25] More than anything is the size, scope and scale, like I every time I think I

understand how big this is, it gets bigger and the numbers get bigger and the participants get

bigger and the money gets bigger. So what really excites me is that I have not been involved in a

sport that doesn't seem to have a cap in my lifetime. I'm not sure if it's not going to stop

growing where, as you know, there's been limitations on baseball, football, basketball and

hockey. With EA Sports, there's so many variables and so many participants and the content

only gets better and better in the platform, get easier and easier that it's so exciting to think,

wow, in my lifetime I have no idea how big this can get.

Speaker1: [00:11:10] Well, you mentioned before there's no regulation. Do you think regulation

will come into the picture here in the next few years?

Speaker2: [00:11:17] Well, there are regulations for each individual entities that are working

through the amateur college and pro ranks. But once again, there's no established leader

because the speed in which these have been developed, it hasn't taken like the NFL 50 years or

Major League Baseball one hundred years or the NCAA one hundred years. You're talking about

some of them have been can be developed within 10 months. And so the point of entry is so

low that there always could be another game, another league, another license, another idea.

And we're so pretty, QASM that there's no standardized regulation of how this is all going to

work itself out

Speaker1: [00:11:59] To seem like this is a great place for diversity. Anybody can participate. You

don't have to be a certain size or anything you can or gender. It doesn't matter. You can

participate. What's your take on diversity?

Speaker2: [00:12:11] Oh, my gosh, inclusion in diversity is one of the primary reasons I'm so

excited and engaged in this, especially coming from someone who played Division three football



because I wasn't talented physically enough, tall enough or fast enough or strong enough. And

all of those variables have nothing to do with being a great gamer, especially two with women

Queens Collective that I work on. You know, most women have better dexterity than men.

They're actually better gamers than men. There's also the disabled side of stuff. You don't need

legs to play. You know, it's just an amazing thing. It's the great equalizer. So I think it's so neat

that we can have something that everybody can participate on every level, enjoy competition,

enjoy fan hood and all the different things that come along, including gambling.

Speaker1: [00:12:59] Oh, do you think this is going to the gambling space and what do you think

about it?

Speaker2: [00:13:03] Absolutely, absolutely. Just like everything else, the oldest part of sports

will be there, whether it's baseball, football, golf and UFC. It doesn't matter. Rugby, lacrosse,

you're going to have people, especially with the trends that are going on in America, legalizing

gambling. Without a doubt we will be gambling on these sports.

Speaker1: [00:13:25] That's great. And you think legalization will be coming very quickly or will

it take some time?

Speaker2: [00:13:30] Oh, no, it's already here. So, you know, in twenty two less twenty two

months, I think. Forty six states in America have legalized sports betting and so understanding

and regulating the different polling, betting and fantasy sides of sports are already here and it

will just keep growing.

Speaker1: [00:13:49] Well, that's great. When the last few months that we have here, what else

should we cover that we haven't yet?

Speaker2: [00:13:54] I think on the other side is the philanthropic, you know, anywhere that you

have so many participants. We talked about inclusion, we talked about diversity and equity. But

the philanthropic side, the ease in which that we can help create awareness to different causes,

raise money for different causes, because this virtual platform is so inclusive and it's so

educational and it raises awareness so quickly that I think most people don't understand the

forces of buzz. Like we I called myself an agent of social change more than a sports agent



because I would actually call myself a philanthropist. Because of celebrities, athletes,

entertainers, to raise money and to raise awareness for causes, almost my entire career, in fact,

I won a Variety magazine Sports Humanitarian Award. Morgan Freeman and Seth Rogen and

Matthew McConaughey and I told everyone, I don't know why you're giving this to a sports

agent other than the fact that I've been able to use all of you to raise money for charity. And I

think that's what this platform. We haven't spoke about is perfectly designed for, is to use the

games, the Bud Light of the sport itself and the players to raise awareness, to educate and to

raise money for the causes that best for the entire society and a whole.

Speaker1: [00:15:20] Well, that's great. So how best the listeners to get back in touch with you?

Speaker2: [00:15:24] But I do trainings every Friday for free, I give my book my guides, I have a

five daily practices guide I get for free. In my book, I sign it. You book audio, book signing and

pay for shipping. David at Delta dot com. Email me directly. I will get whatever you need. No, I'm

paying for shipping it. I will do whatever you need. No cost. Just email me. Directly dated at the

dot com and I do trainings every Friday for free and it's all recorded as well on my podcast. The

Playbook's from the top of the world, so you can download that on Google, Apple, Spotify

doesn't matter where.

Speaker1: [00:15:59] Sound like a great resource when to. Thank you for joining us today and

have you back for a follow up soon.

Speaker2: [00:16:04] I would love it. Thank you so much for your time, your patience and

consideration. Remember, everyone be kind of your future self and do good deeds.

Speaker1: [00:16:14] Investor Connect helps investors interested in startup funding. In this

podcast series, experienced investors share

Speaker3: [00:16:20] Their experience and advice. You can learn more at Investor Connect.

Doug Alti Martin is the director of Investor Connect, which is a five Wannsee three nonprofit

dedicated to the education of investors for early stage funding. All opinions expressed by Hall

and podcast guests are solely their own opinions and do not reflect the opinion of Investor



Connect. This podcast is for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon as a

basis for investment decisions.


